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Local Disability Services Professional Appointed to 

National Leadership Board
Lisa Walkiewicz to represent Pennsylvania on Board of Representatives for 

national disability services provider association

BETHLEHEM, PA – The American Network of Community Options and Resources (ANCOR) has appointed Lisa Walkiewicz, President and Chief Executive Officer for Via of the Lehigh Valley, Inc. to its national Board of Representatives, effective October 1, 2024.

ANCOR, which serves as the leading voice in Washington for community-based providers of intellectual and developmental disability (I/DD) services, convenes its Board of Representatives to help inform the association on policy and practice innovations in the states.  Per the organization’s bylaws, the Board of Representatives “is responsible for information exchange and engagement of ANCOR members in their respective states on issues of interest and concern.”

As Pennsylvania’s Representative to ANCOR, Walkiewicz will join 90 other national leaders working to enhance community-based disability services.  In this role, Walkiewicz will convene community I/DD service providers in the state, report to ANCOR on policy developments in Harrisburg, and network with peer organizations across the country to strengthen the future of home- and community-based services for people with I/DD.

With Via of the Lehigh Valley for more than 18 years, Walkiewicz took on her current role as President and CEO in 2019.  Stepping into the President and CEO role was the culmination of Walkiewicz’s deep understanding of Via's services, relationships with outside funders, government agencies, as well as Via's participants, families, and staff.  Via has been the proud recipient of the Top Workplaces Award for 2023 and 2024 through an intense investment in increasing employee engagement, through recruiting, retaining, and recognizing employees who provide vital services to our communities most vulnerable members.

“The national provider community has always been vibrant, and that has been especially true amid the remarkable growth we have experienced over the past several years,” said ANCOR’s chief executive officer, Barbara Merrill.  “And that is a testament to leaders like Lisa and countless others who drive our work forward every day because they truly believe in the notion that all of us, regardless of ability or disability, deserve the opportunity to live a life of our choosing, in our homes and in our communities.”

About ANCOR

For more than 50 years, the American Network of Community Options and Resources (ancor.org) has been a leading advocate for the critical role service providers play in enriching the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD).  To learn more about ANCOR’s Board of Representatives, please visit ancor.org/representatives.  
About Via of the Lehigh Valley
Serving our community since 1952, Via’s mission is to help people reach their full potential through a rewarding career, meaningful relationships, and an enriching community life.  Via creates pathways to success through vocation, inclusion, and advocacy.  Led by 2023 Chamber 

of Commerce Woman of the Year Award winner, Lisa Walkiewicz, President and CEO, Via was named a Top Workplace in 2023 and 2024 by The Morning Call.

In a typical year, Via provides services to 850 children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities living in Lehigh, Northampton, Carbon, Monroe, Bucks, and Berks counties.  These services include vocational exploration, community employment, educational activities, volunteer and recreational opportunities for teens and adults, early intervention therapies, and inclusive education for young children.  Visit www.ViaNet.org to learn more.
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