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Zach works in the sampling department at 
Cigars International.  “I like it here because I 
made friends with lots of people,” says Zach.  
“My boss is cool and supportive of what I do. 
All of the Cigars International employees in the 
warehouse treat me awesome.”

President of Cigars International parent com-
pany, Niels Frederiksen, is inspired by Zach’s 
motivation and enthusiasm. He deems Zach 
as a model employee.  Frederikson has shared 
Zach’s story internationally with employees 
across his companies.

Community Employment, Small Group Employment, Student Work Experience, 
School-to-Work Transition Services, Business & Industrial Services

Speech, Occupational & Physical Therapies,  
Lehigh Children’s Academy, Teen Experience, Reading Together at Home

Via’s Teen Experience helps students with 
disabilities learn while having fun. The program 
introduces vocational, social and independent 
living skills to more than 25 teens to help 
prepare them for life after high school.  Teens 
volunteer with nonprofits, visit employers, 
develop work skills, and participate in 
recreational activities.  

Chrissy stated, “I had so much fun this summer 
and made a lot of friends.  I enjoyed learning 
about different jobs and am looking forward to 
learning more this school year.” 
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Community Mentoring, Autism Services,  
Creative Expressions – Adult Training Services, Behavior Support Services

Via helps people access recreational, volunteer 
and educational opportunities throughout the 
community where they can gain important 
skills that enrich their lives. These 
opportunities – especially volunteering – also 
brighten the lives of others.

Michael has volunteered through Community 
Connections for more than five years.  

“I like volunteering at Meals on Wheels and 
helping people.  I get to say hello, bring them 
food and tell them jokes.  It’s fun.  I also like 
helping bagging toys at the Salvation Army and 
going to the library and Barnes and Noble to 
read books.  I am happy to be out in our 
community.”

Via staff are dedicated and compassionate people who exemplify Via’s values and work diligently to 
meet Via’s mission of helping the people we serve reach their full potential.  Every year, each staff 
person undergoes 24 hours of high quality training to ensure they provide the best services possible.

What I really like about working at Via is the opportunity  
to work with people towards their goal.  It means a lot 
knowing I’m doing something meaningful and enriching 
people’s lives.”
						      Lorraine Calandra
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Help people reach their full potential.



Via of Lehigh Valley, Inc.
Jerry Somers 		  Chairperson 
			   Community Advocate
Jessica Moyer 	 Vice Chairperson/Secretary
			   King, Spry, Herman Freund & Faul, LLC
Jeremy Sestito 	 Treasurer
			   Verizon
Steve Bailey		  Community Advocare
Vicki Doulé		  BSI Corporate Benefits 
David Dunbeck	 Center for Nonviolence & Social 
			   Justice Drexel University
Jim Dunleavy		  Northampton Community College
Cheryl Kienzle	 Lehigh Valley Health Network
Matthew Leiner	 Buckno Lisicky & Company
Mary Lisicky		  Morgan Stanley
Donna Taggart	 Taggart Associates
 

Via Events, Inc.
Jeremy Sestito	 Chairperson
			   Verizon
Chrystal Schardt	 Vice Chairperson
			   Tower Health
Brian Cook		  Treasurer 
			   Peoples Security Bank
Michael Keller		 Lehigh Valley Economic 
  			   Development Corporation
Eugene Lennon 	 Community Advocate
Sally Slifer-Ryan	 Slifer Voice and Shade & Veritext
Lisa Somers		  Janney Montgomery Scott, LLC
Lawrence Wolfe	 PulseCX 

Via Foundation, Inc.
Mary Lisicky		  Chairperson
			   Morgan Stanley
John Diamant		 Vice Chairperson
			   Community Advocate
Ron Macaulay		 Community Advocate
Jerry Somers		  Community Advocate 

Via of the Lehigh Valley, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
not-for profit corporation providing services for 
people with disabilities and their families. Our 
service area is the greater Lehigh Valley, 
including Lehigh, Northampton, Carbon, 
Monroe, Pike, Bucks and Berks counties.

Via Events, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
corporation that operates Via Thrift Stores and 
several special events activities. The mission of 
Via Events is to raise funds to advance the 
services provided by Via of the Lehigh Valley.

Via Foundation, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
corporation. The mission of the Via Foundation 
is to provide resources to grow and sustain 
services provided by Via of the Lehigh Valley.

336 West Spruce Street

Bethlehem, PA 18018

 

610-317-8000 

ViaNet.org


